SpedEx is: a dispute resolution pilot project that will be available in certain cases after an IEP has been rejected or a hearing request has been filed. It (a) is designed to assure that a child receives a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE); (b) is voluntary and will build trust between parents and schools; (c) is expedient; (d) involves a jointly agreed-upon independent SpedEx consultant chosen from a list maintained by the Spedex Administrator and available for review on the website of the BSEA and the Special Education section of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE). The list is here:  SpedExbios
The independent SpedEx consultant can assist parties to determine the program the child needs to assure a FAPE in the LRE. The parties are not bound by the consultant's report and recommendation. If the parties do agree, the dispute is considered resolved, and the SpedEx consultant observes the child in the program to assure that FAPE is being provided in the LRE. If the parties do not agree, the parties may pursue their due process rights.
Key features:
·       Use of an independent, neutral educational SpedEx consultant jointly agreed-upon by family and school whose fee will be paid by the ESE
·       Placement of students by agreement within 30 days with post-placement observation by SpedEx consultant
·       Decisions made through joint school-family knowledge and cooperation
·       ESE has solicited and selected an administrator of the SpedEx Program, Dr. Alec Peck, Associate Professor of Special Education at Boston College. Professor Peck will set up a database to administer the program, maintain schedules, contract with the SpedEx consultants, conduct satisfaction surveys, and develop data to assess the efficacy of the pilot project.
 

The following questions are designed to assist in determining whether SpedEx may be appropriate for your circumstances.  If your answer to either of these questions is "yes", the next step would be to propose the possibility of using SpedEx to the other party (either the school or the parent.) If both parties are interested in pursuing the possibility, then contact Dr. Alec Peck, SpedEx Administrator, at peck@bc.edu
Are the school district and the parent
1. disputing whether the district’s proposed IEP offers a FAPE in the LRE?
2. disputing what services a child needs in order to receive a FAPE in the LRE?
 

This a three year pilot project, with limited funding (eight cases) for each fiscal year. Requests for this option after an IEP has been rejected or a hearing request has been filed will generally be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  Dr. Peck reserves the right to reject applications that are not consistent with the pilot objectives.
Please direct any questions to: Dr. Alec Peck at alec.peck@bc.edu
