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Presitdent’s Message

Dear SPaN Members and Fellow
Advocates,

I feel honored to be the incoming
President of SPaN for the 2008-2009
year. We have a terrific Board of
Directors this year. They are
motivated and strongly invested in
the advancement of our profession.
We have a long history of committed
and dedicated leaders, who created
and nurtured SPaN for many years.
Our current Board has inherited a
solid foundation of ideals and
practices to build on for the future.

We cannot, however, do it
alone. We are an organization
largely of volunteers, and we need
your assistance. To do the “day to
day” work of the organization, we
need your help on committees. To
bring SPaN to the next level as a
professional organization that can
represent the needs of the advocates
in our community, we need your
presence at our workshops, your
involvement on our committees and
your support through membership
dues and professional listings: Our
goal as an organization is to been
seen in the educational and
advocacy community as strategic
partners to guarantee that all
children’s educational needs are
being met. To participate at this
level, we need to have a strong

presence “at the table.” You can help

us do this by continuing your
membership and being a part of the
organization.

Opportunities for volunteering
include:

o Membership Committee to
help recruit and retain
members

o Publicity and Marketing to
help strategize how to
connect in the community

o Newsletter to help produce
and find sponsors for the
newsletter

o Website work to ensure that
our website is up to date and
user friendly.

I encourage you all to find a way
to participate in SPaN. I look
forward to seeing you at one of the
many exciting educational programs
planned for this year.

Warm R;egards,

Reva Tankle




SPaN Committee Members

Programming: Mehrzad Araghi

Web site: Renee B. Williams
Newsletter: Mindy Mazur
Publicity Cynthia DiStefano,

Fran Perlman,

Dena Steiling
Membership: Kathy Bach
Volunteer: Lynn Kreutz

Techonoloy Update

‘l SPaN'’s New Web Site!

On August 1, 2008, SPaN published our
newly designed web site. We are excited
E:]mﬁ about our new look, and have received a
lot of positive feedback.

The new site is easy to navigate and
contains many new features. Our web
site now includes an Online Payment
Center. You can pay your membership
dues, make donations, and register for all
workshops on-line using a credit card or
Paypal account.

You can also now submit your
Membership, Professional Listing,
Volunteer, and Contact Us information
online. Please note that we have a new
email address, so please add
info@spanmass.org to your email
address book.

When making online purchases, please
select the appropriate “Members”™ or “Non-
Members” Catalog. Members receive
discounted program fees.

SPaN Mailhox

July 7, 2008
RE: Membership Application
Dear Ms. Bach:

In response to your recent letter,
enclosed is a renewal application for
membership and my check in the
amount of $100.00. Please note that I
have included a listing of continuing
education courses I have taken over the
previous year on the back of the
application. Would it be possible to
include my website with my listing?

I also wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you and the other Board members
for volunteering to run SPaN. It’s great t
be a part of this organization. I have
personally benefited from being a membe
— from attending meetings to networking
with other advocates. Without SPaN it
would be nearly impossible to stay
connected and informed!

Thank you again.
Very truly yours,

Christine M. Riley
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substantial regression and to remediate
Luke’s deficits in math.

Joan Beron, the BSEA Hearing Officer,
ruled for the parent to receive
reimbursement for the tutoring at

improved, her phonological and fluency
skills, as measured on the GORT,
showed she still lagged seriously behind
in these areas.

The Hearing Officer, William Crane,
ruled that under IDEA, her right to a









