RESTORE THE STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

Please call or email the governor’s office (617-725-4005 or constituent.services@state.ma.us)  as soon as possible to urge them to restore the $97 million in state funding to the special education “circuit breaker” account that supports school districts to educate children with the most severe disabilities.  

State special education funding was drastically reduced by approximately 40% over the last two years because of the addition of new federal stimulus funding for special education.  The additional federal stimulus funds will be gone in FY12, and the local school districts will not be able to replace it.  If the governor’s proposed budget does not restore the cuts to the circuit breaker account, the state will only be able to reimburse school districts 40% of those particular special education costs, rather than the 72% they were reimbursed previously. 
TALKING POINTS

· Please restore the special education Circuit Breaker account to $230 million, the amount funded by the state in FY09 before the infusion of federal stimulus funds.  Failure to do so will result in the following:

· Reduced services and supports for the children with most severe disabilities, as the funding needed to support them that was previously “earmarked” by the circuit breaker account will now have to compete with other needs in schools, that are at the same time will also likely be facing budget pressures due to reductions in other state and local sources.
· Greater tension between general education and special education, as the loss of circuit breaker funds from the state will impact all aspects of a school district’s budget.
· Increased litigation, as schools and parents will be in greater conflict in the IEP team meeting process.
· Stress on the family, as fewer supports will result in greater educational instability for the children and parents more likely to leave their job or reduce their earnings.  

· A major setback for the Commonwealth’s agenda of closing the achievement gap, increasing the graduation rate, and reducing the drop out rate, all indicators for which students with disabilities are already lagging disproportionately behind their peers.
· Students who benefit from the state Circuit Breaker fund have the most severe disabilities and represent some of the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children in our Commonwealth. While we all recognize the severity of the budget crisis in the state, it would be unconscionable to have these children disproportionally bear the burden of balancing the budget next year.  

PLEASE ASK THE GOVERNOR TO 

RESTORE SPECIAL EDUCATION CIRCUIT BREAKER FUNDING NOW!
CALL 617-725-4005 OR EMAIL constituent.services@state.ma.us
  
